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60 SPECIALLY TRAINED RNLI VOLUNTEERS READY TO RESPOND INTERNATIONALLY 
WITHIN 24 HOURS,  WITH ADDITIONAL BOAT TEAMS STRATEGICALLY PLACED TO 
RESPOND TO FLOODING ANYWHERE IN THE UK AND REPUBLIC OF IRELAND.

The FRT was born out of the RNLI’s 
involvement with the Mozambique fl oods of 
February 2000.  A team of eight, with six D 
class infl atable lifeboats were deployed for 
SAR purposes and ended up providing
humanitarian aid to some 10,000 people. 
In 2005, 6 boats and a team of 20 were 
deployed to Guyana, when heavy rain and 
fl ooding affected 250,000 people. RNLI teams 
have attended a number of incidents ranging 
from small to major throughout the British 
Isles two recent major incidents being the 
severe fl ooding in the Hereford, Worcester 
and Gloucester area in the summer of 2007, 
and the devastating fl ooding in Cumbria in 
November 2009, particularly in Cockermouth. 
Now, wherever fl ooding occurs, the RNLI are 
strategically positioned to respond rapidly.

The RNLI declares 16 boat Type B teams 
to the UK’s National Asset register (with a 
further two in the Republic of Ireland) . When 
deployed we integrate with the Fire and 
Rescue Service Command and control system. 
We operate within the guidelines set out 
in the Flood Rescue National Enhancement 
Project Concept of Operations.
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The RNLI is the charity that saves lives at sea

300 SRT trained crew around the 
coast (50 per division)

2 boats per division supported 
by 6 from HQ (16) declared on 
national asset register.
2 boats in Ireland.

Previous Deployments
• Lewes and Uckfi eld, 2000
• Carlisle, 2005
• South Yorkshire, 2007
• Droitwitch, Tewkesbury,
   Worcester, Gloucester, 2007

• Morpeth, 2008

• Cockermouth, 2009

•  St Austell, 2010

Length: 3.88m 
Speed: 26 knots
Endurance: 2hrs 
Crew: 2

Length: 4.95m
Speed: 25 knots
Endurance: 3hrs
Crew: 2-3

Should you require fl ood assistance please contact the 
Fire Service Bronze, Silver or Gold command in the fi rst 

instance, alternatively contact the
RNLI Operations Room (on 08451 668222)
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